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August 20, 2012
Dear Parents and Students,


As we begin the 2012-2013 school year I am looking forward to a very successful and enjoyable experience.  We have a wonderful group of students and parents returning to the band program.  We accomplished many outstanding goals last year and I’m sure this year will be as good as, if not better than, the last.

I welcome all of the newcomers.  In case you are not familiar with our band program, I can honestly tell you that it is one of the finest in Dade County.  Just as our school is an “A” academic school for the 12th consecutive year, we, as musicians, work very hard and achieve a level of musicianship that far exceeds most middle schools.  I have great expectations of our incoming band members. I know you will truly enjoy your time in band.  

As for incoming parents, we have a very active Band Parent Booster Club.  We encourage you to join us and become involved in your child’s musical development.

The following information is provided to help you be a successful participant in our band program. Please read the handbook carefully and sign and return the student/parent contract located in the back of the handbook by Friday September 14, 2012.  All students MUST have a signed handbook contract on file before participating in any of our activities.  

If you have any questions regarding the band program please feel free to send me an e-mail at malenacalle@dadeschools.net.  

Sincerely,

Malena Calle

Director of Bands
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Band Handbook 

2012-2013
BAND LEVELS AND PLACEMENT
Southwood Middle School offers four levels of band: beginning, intermediate, symphonic and jazz.  

Students with no previous band experience will be placed in beginning band. Beginners will be given an opportunity to listen to and try out the various band instruments before being assigned an instrument.  Southwood has a number of school instruments for rent, or students may provide their own.  Due to the age and condition of the school owned instruments, I recommend that parents rent or buy an instrument from a local music store if at all possible.

Beginning band is designed to teach basic music reading skills through performance on a woodwind, brass or percussion instrument.  Students interested in learning percussion must play mallets or a wind instrument for the first quarter.  If they pass the percussion aptitude test at the end of the first quarter, they will learn the percussion instruments during the remainder of the year.  
Intermediate band is designed for students that have successfully completed the beginning level.  Individual as well as group achievement is emphasized.  Students will perform longer, more difficult music in this level.  

Symphonic band is designed for those students that have successfully completed the intermediate level.  Music performed in this band is quite challenging.  Students are required to attend several performances throughout the year including the winter and spring concerts, FBA Solo and Ensemble Festival, FBA Band Music Performance Assessment and performances for the school and community.  Participation in this group requires dedication as well as a high degree of musical ability.

Jazz band is a highly specialized class for advanced magnet band students focusing on the study and performance of jazz, Latin, rock and pop music.  Students are selected for this ensemble based on their performance ability and must be a magnet band major also enrolled in the symphonic band class.  Jazz band generally performs more often than any other band class and may require students to arrange their own transportation to events.  Parental assistance in transporting students and equipment is often necessary and always appreciated.


Level placement for all bands is at my discretion, based on students’ playing ability. 
GRADING POLICY


Academic and effort grades will be based on a combination of daily participation, written and playing tests and participation in evening performances.  There will be a minimum of 2 grades per week in each class.

DAILY PARTICIPATION

In order to receive a satisfactory daily participation grade, students are to bring their instrument and other required materials to class and to actively participate every day. Active participation includes rehearsing each and every day unless a note signed by a parent is presented before rehearsal explaining the reason the student cannot rehearse.  Verbal excuses will not be accepted.  Failure to participate without a note will result in a “Z” for the day.  In addition to rehearsal, students will be taking notes and completing theory assignments in class for grades. 
Required materials:
instrument (with all accessories)




paper




pencil




band book




theory book
TESTS

In addition to periodic written tests and quizzes, students will perform individually on a regular basis. The grading scale will be as follows:





90-100 -  A

80-89   -  B

70-79  
-  C

60-69
-  D

                                              below 60 - F

HOME PRACTICE

Students are required to practice every day at home for at least 20 minutes.  
PERFORMANCES

All students are required to perform in the annual winter and Spring Concerts. Students in Symphonic and Jazz bands will have additional performance requirements.   Failure to attend an evening performance will SEVERELY affect the student’s grade, since each performance will count as 10 grades.  Successful performances require that all band members be present.  Concerts will be announced months in advanced so that students and parents can make transportation arrangements.  Band performances are a requirement of our school’s grading policy and should take precedence over extra-curricular activities. The only acceptable excuses for not performing are medical emergencies, religious reasons or severe illness.  Conflicts such as a sports activity or lack of transportation will not constitute an excuse.

CONDUCT

Misbehavior will not be tolerated.  Students will follow the classroom procedures listed below, as well as, adhere to the DCPS student code of conduct at all times.  Failure to do so will result in the following:

· lower conduct grade

· parent contact

· detention

· parent conference

· referral to an administrator.  

Students who are behavior problems in the classroom will not be eligible to participate in any band fieldtrips.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

· students are to enter the bandroom in a quiet and orderly manner

· students must be in their assigned seat ready for attendance by the time the tardy bell rings

· no food, gum or drinks will be allowed in the bandroom at any time

· talking is not permitted during rehearsal

· no restroom passes will be give during class except in case of  emergency

· students may not get out of their seats without permission

· theft or destruction of property will result in severe disciplinary action and possible prosecution
FEES

All music students are required to pay a $4.00 music fee for each band class.  This fee is used to purchase sheet music and method books for the bands.  In addition, those students that use a school instrument (including all percussionists) must pay a $10.00 instrument rental fee. Fees may be paid in cash, cashier’s check or money order payable to Southwood Middle School.  PERSONAL CHECKS ARE NOT ACCEPTED. Students will receive a yellow DCPS receipt.  

In addition to the DCPS school fees, the band’s Rising Star Booster Club will collect fees for uniform rental, consultant expenses, materials, and maintenance and replacement of equipment.  These fees will be itemized and collected by the Rising Star Booster Club and must be paid separately from the school fees.  Checks for these fees must be made out to Rising Star Booster Club.    

LOCKERS


Band lockers may be rented for $5.00 for the year.  Copies of lost keys will cost an additional $5.00 for each key.  Band lockers are provided for convenience of students and safety of smaller instruments. 
Band lockers are located in the band room and are used to store instruments and band materials during the school day. No other items will be stored in band lockers.  Lockers will be checked and cleaned out on a regular basis.  Any non-musical items left in them will be sent to lost and found in the main office.  Instruments are to be taken home on a daily basis.  The band room will be open daily before and after school for students to drop off and pick up instruments. 
Since no student will be allowed to use the master locker key, if students lose their key or leave it at home, they will have to carry their instrument with them for the entire day.  Small instruments left in the band room that are not placed in lockers are easy targets for theft.  Students - your instrument is your responsibility, whether it is school property or your own.  Stolen instruments are not covered by insurance.  If a student uses a school instrument and it is stolen due to negligence (leaving it unattended, on the bus, etc.), the student’s family must either pay the replacement cost or replace the instrument with one of similar quality and value. 
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        BAND REQUIRED TEXTS

Beginning Band    
-     
Sound Innovations Band Book 1






Excellence in Theory Book 1


Concert Band

-    
Sound Innovations Band Book 2






Excellence in Theory Book 2


Symphonic Band

-     
Accent on Achievement Book 2
Excellence in Theory Book 2
Jazz Band

-
First Place for Jazz
REQUIRED ACCESSORIES

flute


-
cleaning rod, polishing cloth, handkerchief or pad saver

clarinet and saxophone
-
mouthpiece kit, swab, cork grease, reeds (3 or more), polishing cloth, neckstrap 

oboe and bassoon

-
reeds, key oil, swab, polishing cloth

brass instruments

-
mouthpiece, valve/slide oil, tuning slide grease, polishing cloth

percussion                         -
snare drum kit (includes drum or practice pad, stand, sticks, case), medium  tympani mallets, medium xylophone mallets

all students

-
folding music stand for home practice

INSTRUMENT RENTAL/PURCHASE

Since our inventory of school instruments is limited and most of our instruments are quite old and need repair frequently, I highly recommend that parents rent or purchase an instrument from a reputable, licensed music dealer.   Mr. Andres Santana, owner of AS Woodwind & Brass Repairs (woodbrassrepairs@bellsouth.net, 305-591-4151) and many local stores have excellent rent-to-own plans that allow you to purchase instruments in installments.  Please check the phone book or the Internet for dealers. You may also wish to contact mail-order companies such as www.woodwindbrasswind.com, www.interstatemusic.com, or www.nemc.com, which provide discount prices on new and used instruments.

Beginning Band - since we will spend the first few weeks learning about and experimenting with the different band instruments, beginning band students will not need an instrument until mid-September. Students who cannot afford to rent or buy their own instrument may rent a school instrument.  
Intermediate, Symphonic and Jazz Bands - all returning members must provide their own instrument, with the exception of  large instruments such as baritones, tubas, etc. We will begin rehearsing as soon as I have assigned lockers and large school instruments.

 In order to rent a school instrument each student must turn in a completed instrument check-out sheet with the instrument information (brand, serial number, condition) and an agreement form stating that the student’s family will be responsible for maintaining the instrument in good condition, including paying for repairs, and will be responsible for any damage or loss that might occur during the rental period. Instruments will be issued in good working condition.  All students using a school instrument (except tuba and flute) must buy their own mouthpiece.  All percussionists must rent or buy their own snare drum kit.

UNIFORMS

All students will dress in black tuxedos for performances.  Tuxedos may be rented from the Rising Star Booster Club.  All students must buy a white tuxedo shirt, black shoes and socks, and a cummerbund and bow tie in the appropriate color for their level of band:  

· beginning  - gold

· intermediate – black

· symphonic – royal blue

Students must be dressed in full uniform to perform.
BAND SHIRTS 

Band shirts are required uniform for all fieldtrips.  They cost $25.00 each (Jazz Band shirts cost $30.00) and are sold through the Rising Star Booster Club.   Order forms will be available during the first 2 weeks of school.
PRIVATE LESSONS

While they are not required, private lessons are highly recommended for all band students.  There are many fine private instructors in our area, especially at local music stores, that offer 30 or 60minute lessons once a week.  Obviously, students who take lessons progress at a much faster rate than those who don’t.   I encourage you to make lessons a part of your musical experience.  I will be happy to provide names and phone numbers of instructors.

The Rising Star Booster Club

All Southwood Middle School band parents are invited to join the Rising Stars Booster Club. The objective of the Booster Club is to help the band students through activities such as chaperoning, fund raising, transporting students and equipment, issuing tuxedos and more.  Our Booster Club is one of the most active in Dade County and a very important asset to our program.  We need your support!  Please join us for our first Booster Club meeting and get involved. 
Our first meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. in the band room on:

 ___________________________________________________________
Please complete and return the attached contract and video release form as soon as possible.  All parents and students are required to sign and return both forms and they will be counted as the first homework assignment of the year.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Southwood Middle School Band Handbook Contract
Student Contract


I have read and understand all of the information in the Southwood Middle School Band Handbook and agree to abide by all of the rules, policies and procedures listed.  I understand that failure to comply with these rules, policies and procedures will result in disciplinary action and possible removal from the band.

______________________________________

__________
              ___________

Student’s name (please print)



Class Period                     
Date

______________________________________

Student’s signature

Parent Contract


I have read and understand all of the information in the Southwood Middle School Band Handbook.  I will help my child comply with the rules, policies and procedures listed and I understand the consequences that will occur if he/she chooses not to comply.
_____________________________________

Parent’s name (please print)


_____________________________________

Parent’s signature


_____________________________________

Parent’s daytime phone number


_____________________________________

Parent’s e-mail address 
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